On Tuesday, June 11, 2002, http://www.lonestarbroadband.org, a Web-based telecommunications toolkit was launched at a press conference at the University of Texas at Austin.

Lonestar Broadband is a telecommunications toolkit for rural leaders and officials interested in securing high-speed services essential for economic development, education and health care in their communities.  The toolkit features success stories of rural Texas communities that have secured or are in the process of securing broadband services.  Based primarily on personal interviews with local business, economic development and community leaders, the purpose of these stories is to serve as models for community-based broadband initiatives and offer lessons learned from the successes and failures of past efforts.  These stories demonstrate the ways in which broadband is serving local economic and community development initiatives.

In addition to these community models, the toolkit offers a variety of broadband-related resources, many of which have been developed by the research team through extensive literature review, interviews with telecommunications providers, community leaders, and state officials.

The contents of this site were produced by a research team of graduate students at the LBJ School of Public Affairs at the University of Texas at Austin (some of us are participants here on the Digital Divide discussion group). The State of Texas Public Utilities Commission contracted with the team of students, under the faculty supervision of Dr. Gary Chapman, to conduct a policy research project on telecommunications and economic development in Texas.  Access to broadband service in rural Texas is considered essential for future economic development, education, and health care, yet it remains largely unavailable in remote communities.

For more info., please visit http://www.lonestarbroadband.org/
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