CONFESSIONS OF AN UNABASHED BANDWIDTH HOG

Comcast Corp is considering setting speed limits on Internet usage and charging higher monthly rates when consumers exceed them. The company’s new cable-modems can measure Internet consumption down to the last kilobit. The move toward tiered pricing on cable networks, where so-called Net hogs pay more to use more bandwidth, has triggered concerns about the creation of a data class system. Consumer advocates see tiered pricing as part of a plot by the cable industry to seize control of the Internet in ways that could strangle openness and innovation. They say higher prices and fewer choices will be an inevitable result of the Federal Communications Commission ruling in March that said cable companies don’t have to open their networks to competing Internet providers. “Tiered pricing is being used by the cable companies to control the market,” declared Mark Cooper, research director for the Consumer Federation of America. “It creates a middle speed, a class of customers who can’t access any content requiring high speeds because their access is too slow. And that’s precisely the point: Cable companies want to make sure they get compensated if their customers view video or other content that requires high speeds.”
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