Representative Ed Markey (D-Mass.) yesterday introduced the Wireless Technology Investment and Digital Dividends Act. The bill advances three important goals in the public interest. First, Markey’s bill calls for the creation of a permanent Digital Dividends Trust Fund that, with proceeds from spectrum auctions, would support both “human capital telecommunications investments” and “broadband infrastructure investments for public access and rural development.” A second goal is the establishment of a Spectrum Commons where two bands of frequencies would be set aside for unlicensed public use as an open wireless platform for communications. Thirdly, Markey stresses that his bill will ensure that specific policy objectives and goals would be set before spectrum auctions are scheduled. According to the Center for Digital Democracy, the bill is an “important first step in realizing the full democratic potential of the broadband revolution.”
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