On Thursday, the Librarian of Congress, James H. Billington, settled on a single royalty rate of 7 cents for every 100 listeners that will apply to both major and small radio stations. Small Internet radio stations protested saying that the rate remains too high. Kevin Shively, interactive media director of Beethoven.com said, “I’m stunned that the Librarian of Congress did very little, if anything to effect a fair and equitable resolution to this issue.” According to the ruling, Webcasters must pay royalties for all streaming activity dating back to October 28, 1998. The royalties are due by October 20 of this year. Webcasters had requested that the Librarian of Congress adopt a royalty rate based on percentage of revenue. Billington rejected the request saying it could force the record labels and artists to allow use of their music with no compensation. The ruling can be appealed through the U.S. Court of Appeals in DC.
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(http://www.siliconvalley.com/mld/siliconvalley/3513708.htm)

© Benton Foundation 2002. Redistribution of this email publication—both internally and externally—is encouraged if it includes this message. 

